
 
 

CONFEDERATE HISTORICAL ASSOCIATION OF BELGIUM 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Saturday 11 February 2023 at 3 pm  

 

 

 

Lecture by Gerald Hawkins: Burnside’s North Carolina expedition of 1862. 

At the start of the Civil War, the American navy seized Hatteras Inlet, a channel 

allowing the passage through the Outer Banks of North Carolina – a string of islands facing the 

Atlantic Ocean – to deprive the State of sanctuaries for blockade runners and southern privateers. 

A larger expedition followed in February 1862, led by General Ambrose Burnside. With the 

support of some twenty gunboats, Union troops entered the North Carolina sounds through 

Hatteras Inlet and invaded the weakly defended Roanoke Island. Events followed swiftly. The 

Confederate Mosquito Fleet was cut to pieces at Elizabeth City, then New Bern fell after a pitched 

battle. The cities bordering the sounds suffered the same fate. Finally, after a brief siege, Fort 

Macon surrendered. In less than five months, General Burnside had taken control of eastern North 

Carolina, which would remain in Union hands until the end of the war. 

 

 

Saturday 11 March 2023 at 3 pm 

 

 

 

Lecture by Farid Ameur: Gustave Cluseret (1823-1900), a French mercenary 

on the Union payroll. Since the spring of 1861, French individuals, seeking 

adventure or seduced by an ideological cause to defend, did not hesitate to cross the Atlantic 

Ocean to offer their sword to one of the belligerents. Among them was Gustave Cluseret, an 

experienced soldier of fortune, full of panache and brave to the point of recklessness. Veteran of 

the Algerian and Crimean campaigns, and of the war in Italy, this close friend of the Republican 

Party with a tough character, intended to become the new Lafayette in the United States and cover 

himself with glory to satisfy his ambition. But his dream did not come true. During the conflict, 

despite his undeniable qualities and courage on the battlefield, he led a controversial career as an 

officer to the point of attracting the wrath of the main political leaders. He was considered an 

intriguer and a born conspirator, who constantly tried to take advantage of events and manipulate 

his interlocutors – a colorful and fascinating character, in line with the popular mercenary tradition 

of the 19th century. 

 

 

Saturday 8 April 2023 at 3 pm 

 

 

 

Lecture by Jean-Claude Janssens: The Knoxville campaign or the setback of 

James Longstreet (September 3 - December 4, 1863). Already in April 1863, 

General Pete Longstreet had failed to capture Suffolk in Virginia. After the Pennsylvania 
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campaign of 1863, Longstreet and part of the 1st Corps of the Army of Northern Virginia were 

rushed to Tennessee, where the situation was becoming precarious for the Confederates. They 

participated at the Battle of Chickamauga and at the beginning of the siege of Chattanooga. On 

November 17, 1863, they besieged Knoxville in East Tennessee, which had been in Union hands 

since September 3. The siege was poorly conducted and on November 29, culminated in a 

resounding setback at Fort Sanders. On December 4, Longstreet had to retire. He held on with 

difficulty in Tennessee during the winter of 1863-64 and did not reach Virginia until the spring 

of 1864. An excellent tactician, Longstreet did not, however, shine at the head of independent 

commands. Siege warfare was clearly not his specialty. 

 

 

Saturday 13 May 2023 at 10 am 
 

 

 
 

Excursion to Poperinge organized by our member André Borri. Visit of Talbot 

House, the Hop Museum and the military cemetery of Lijssenthoek 
 

 Talbot House : During the First World War, Poperinge was part of a small unoccupied part 

of Belgium. About twelve kilometers from the Ypres Salient, the town became the nerve center 

of the British troops. In December 1915, in the heart of the city, the chaplains Neville Talbot and 

Philip Tubby Clayton opened a club where soldiers, whatever their rank, could find some rest and 

entertainment. Today, the house remains a remarkable testimony for anyone interested in the 

Great War. 
 

 Hop Museum : Poperinge is the capital of hop farming. Here, the story of hops and beer is 

told. From the ground floor to the monumental attic, from cultivation to field work, including 

harvesting and the various forms of applications, the genesis of hops is explained. On the ground 

floor, one can admire the collection of more than 2,500 Belgian beers.  
 

 Lijssenthoek : The Lijssenthoek Military Cemetery bears impressive witness to more than 

four years of wartime violence. From 1915 to 1920, the largest evacuation hospital in the Ypres 

Salient was located in the hamlet of Lijssenthoek. Today, the cemetery is the mirror of the Great 

War. The visitor center tells the story of this unique site. 

 

Price of the excursion is 60 €. More details on the French page of this website or upon request. 

Reservation a must before May 3, 2023 at the latest by email to d.decleer@scarlet.be or tel. at 

0475/77 34 60. 

 

 

Saturday 3 June 2023 from 11.30 am   
 
 
 
 

As in previous editions, the CHAB barbecue will take place at the club house 

of the Hoegaarden hockey club. This year, Hubert Leroy and Dominique De 

Cleer will prepare a traditional barbecue. Planter's punch – Famenne pâté – Beef skewer and spare 

ribs, salads, assorted vegetables and fried potatoes – Vanilla ice cream and fresh fruit salad – 

Coffee/Tea. Meal price (drinks not included): CHAB members: €35 – non-members: €45. Please 

register with our secretary Dominique De Cleer by email at d.decleer@scarlet.be or by tel. at 

0475/77 34 60 and pay the amount of your meal to account BE90 0631 2838 8932 with the 

mention BBQ CHAB, before May 25, 2023 at the latest. 
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Saturday 9 September 2023 at 3 pm   
 
 
 
 

Projection of the 2012 film Lincoln, directed by Steven Spielberg and starring 

Daniel Day-Lewis and Sally Field. Winner of two Oscars. In 1865, as the 

American Civil War draws to a close, US President Abraham Lincoln struggles to pass the 

landmark constitutional amendment that will ban slavery from the United States forever. But his 

task is a race against time, for peace may come at any time, and if it does before the amendment 

is passed, the returning Southern states will stop it before it can become law. Lincoln must use 

almost any means necessary to get enough votes from a reluctant Congress before peace arrives 

and it is too late. But the President is torn, as an early peace would save thousands of lives. As 

the nation confronts its conscience over the freedom of its entire population, Lincoln faces his 

own crisis of conscience: end slavery or end the war. Duration: 2h30’. 

 

 

Saturday 14 October 2023 at 3 pm  

 

 

 

Lecture by Jean-Claude Janssens: George Gordon Meade, the last 

commander-in-chief of the Army of the Potomac. George Gordon Meade was 

born in 1815 in Cadiz, Spain, unusual for an American general. In 1835, he graduated from West 

Point Military Academy and was appointed to the artillery. He served in Mexico (1846-1848) and 

meanwhile became a civil engineer. Between 1861 and 1863, he commanded a brigade, then a 

division and finally an army corps. At the end of June 1863, to his great surprise, George Meade 

became the sixth and last commander-in-chief of the Army of the Potomac and, above all, the 

first to defeat the Southerner Robert Lee on 3 July in open country at Gettysburg in Pennsylvania. 

In 1864 and 1865, General-in-Chief Ulysses S. Grant accompanied the Army of the Potomac in 

Virginia. George Meade then becomes a shadow. After the war, he commanded the Atlantic 

Division. In 1872, aged 57, he died of pneumonia in Philadelphia. 

 

 

Saturday 18 November 2023 at 3 pm 
 

 

 
 

Lecture by Maurice Jaquemyns: Military cemeteries from North to South and 

from South to North. If the primary role of military cemeteries is memorial 

meditation, in a given context, they are organized according to a theatrical orchestration intended 

to reproduce social and political stratification. These functions influence each other and determine 

their organization. Our speaker will demonstrate that the design of Civil War military cemeteries 

influenced European necropolises from 1870 to the present day. 

 

PROJECTION OF THE FILM ‘LINCOLN’ 

LINCOLN 

 

GEORGE GORDON MEADE

MILITARY CEMETERIES OF THE CIVIL WAR


	by the committee of the chab
	BURNSIDE’S NORTH CAROLINA EXPEDITION
	GUSTAVE CLUSERET (1823-1900)
	THE KNOXVILLE CAMPAIGN

	Saturday 3 June 2023 from 11.30 am
	EXCURSION TO POPERINGE
	CHAB BARBECUE
	Saturday 9 September 2023 at 3 pm
	PROJECTION OF THE FILM ‘LINCOLN’
	GEORGE GORDON MEADE
	MILITARY CEMETERIES OF THE CIVIL WAR



